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INTRODUCTION 

orpora have emerged as a transformative tool in the field of linguistics, providing 
researchers with a robust, data-driven approach to understanding language use. By 
compiling large collections of texts-ranging from written documents to transcriptions 

of spoken language-corpus linguistics enables the analysis of authentic language in its 
natural context. Corpora in applied linguistics have revolutionized the study of language by 
providing a data-driven approach to understanding linguistic phenomena. By analyzing 
large collections of naturally occurring texts, researchers can uncover patterns, frequencies, 
and contextual usages that are not easily identifiable through traditional methods. This 
approach has not only enhanced the theoretical foundations of linguistics but has also 
offered practical applications in fields such as language teaching, discourse analysis, and 
translation studies. As highlighted by Hunston (2002), McEnery and Hardie (2011), and 
Biber, Conrad, and Reppen (1998), the integration of corpus methodologies into linguistic 
research has not only deepened theoretical insights but also provided practical tools for 
educators and researchers alike. Susan Hunston's "Corpora in Applied Linguistics," now in 
its second edition, serves as a comprehensive guide to these methodologies, reflecting the 
advancements in the field over the past two decades. This review aims to provide an in-
depth evaluation of Hunston's work, highlighting its significance, distinct features, and 
contributions to the field of applied linguistics. 

BOOK CONTENT 

In "Corpora in Applied Linguistics," Susan Hunston introduces the concept of corpus 
linguistics in the first chapter, outlining its history, development, and fundamental 
principles. Hunston emphasizes the significance of corpus linguistics in modern linguistic 
research, particularly its role in analyzing large bodies of text to uncover patterns and 
meanings that might not be evident through traditional methods. This foundational chapter 
sets the stage for the detailed exploration of various aspects of corpus linguistics in the 
subsequent chapters. 
 In chapter 2, Hunston delves into the corpus design, discussing different types of 
corpora, such as general, specialized, and parallel corpora, along with the considerations 
involved in their construction. She covers historical perspectives, issues of 
representativeness and balance, and practical aspects of selecting and compiling corpus 
materials, providing a comprehensive guide for researchers looking to create their own 
corpora. 
 In chapter 3, Hunston explores qualitative methods for analyzing corpus data, 
focusing on how patterns can be identified through concordance lines. She explains concepts 
such as phraseology, collocation, and patterning, providing detailed examples to illustrate 
how meaning can be extracted from corpus data. This chapter underscores the importance 
of observing language use in natural contexts and highlights the value of qualitative analysis 
in understanding linguistic phenomena. 
 Chapter 4 introduces fundamental quantitative techniques used in corpus linguistics, 
such as frequency counts, relative frequency, normalization, and keyness. Hunston explains 
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how these methods can be applied to identify significant patterns in large datasets and 
discusses collocation and lexical bundles, providing examples of how these concepts are 
used to analyze language. 
 Building on the previous chapter, Chapter 5 delves into more sophisticated 
quantitative techniques, including multidimensional analysis and semantic annotation. 
Hunston explains how statistical methods can be used to cluster texts and words, revealing 
deeper insights into language patterns. This chapter includes practical examples and 
visualizations, making complex statistical concepts accessible to readers. 
 Chapter 6 focuses on the applications of corpora in language learning and teaching. 
Hunston discusses how corpora can be used to create reference materials, such as 
dictionaries and grammars, that reflect actual language use. She also explores the 
development of learner corpora, which contain language produced by language learners, 
and how these corpora can inform teaching practices. The chapter highlights the practical 
benefits of using corpora to enhance language education and provides examples of 
successful implementations. 
 In Chapter 7, Hunston examines the role of corpora in discourse analysis, exploring 
how corpus data can be used to study various forms of discourse, including academic and 
media discourse. She discusses methods for analyzing discourse structures, identifying 
thematic patterns, and uncovering underlying ideologies. This chapter provides case studies 
and examples to illustrate the practical applications of corpus-based discourse analysis, 
demonstrating its potential to reveal new insights into how language is used to construct 
meaning in different contexts. 
 Chapter 8 explores additional applications of corpus linguistics beyond language 
learning and discourse analysis. Hunston discusses the use of corpora in forensic linguistics, 
sociolinguistics, translation studies, and the detection of fake news. Each section provides 
examples of how corpus methods can be applied to address specific research questions and 
practical problems, highlighting the versatility of corpus linguistics and its relevance to a 
wide range of fields. 
 In Chapter 9, Hunston addresses the theoretical implications of corpus linguistics, 
discussing how corpus data can inform and challenge existing linguistic theories. She 
explores the relationship between corpus linguistics and various theoretical frameworks, 
such as cognitive linguistics and systemic-functional linguistics. This chapter also considers 
the role of corpus data in developing new theories of language structure and use, 
underscoring the importance of integrating empirical data with theoretical perspectives to 
advance our understanding of language. 
 The final chapter synthesizes the key themes discussed throughout the book, 
emphasizing the transformative impact of corpus linguistics on the study of language. 
Hunston reflects on the future directions of corpus research, considering the challenges and 
opportunities presented by new technologies and expanding datasets. She concludes with a 
call to action for researchers to continue exploring the potential of corpora to uncover new 
insights into language and its use. 
 "Corpora in Applied Linguistics" by Susan Hunston is a comprehensive and 
accessible guide to the field of corpus linguistics. The book covers both foundational 
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concepts and advanced techniques, making it suitable for researchers and students at all 
levels. Hunston’s clear explanations and practical examples provide valuable insights into 
the applications of corpus linguistics in various contexts. This second edition reflects the 
significant advancements in the field, offering a thorough and up-to-date resource for 
anyone interested in the study of language through corpus data. 

AUTHOR’S ARGUMENTATION 

Reviewing "Corpora in Applied Linguistics" by Susan Hunston is crucial for several reasons. 
First, it informs the academic community about the book's content, structure, and relevance, 
helping researchers, educators, and students understand its contributions to the field of 
applied linguistics. Second, the review offers guidance to potential readers by highlighting 
the book’s strengths and weaknesses, aiding in their decision-making process regarding 
whether this book meets their specific needs and interests. Third, by discussing the updates 
and new content in the second edition, the review highlights recent advancements in corpus 
linguistics, emphasizing the importance of staying current with new methodologies and 
applications. Lastly, the review encourages critical thinking by engaging with the book’s 
arguments and methodologies, prompting readers to reflect on their perspectives on corpus 
linguistics. 
 "Corpora in Applied Linguistics" differentiates itself from other similar books in the 
field through its comprehensive coverage, practical examples, updated content, and 
interdisciplinary relevance. Unlike many books that focus exclusively on either qualitative 
or quantitative approaches, Hunston's book provides an in-depth exploration of both, 
making it a versatile resource for a wide range of research interests. The book includes 
numerous detailed examples and case studies, illustrating the practical application of corpus 
methods in various linguistic contexts, which is particularly beneficial for newcomers to the 
field. The second edition has been thoroughly revised to incorporate the latest advancements 
in corpus linguistics, ensuring that readers are up-to-date with current trends. Additionally, 
the book addresses traditional areas of linguistics while also exploring applications in fields 
like forensic linguistics, sociolinguistics, and translation studies, showcasing the 
interdisciplinary potential of corpus research. 
 The potential contributions of "Corpora in Applied Linguistics" to the field of applied 
linguistics are significant. By providing a comprehensive guide to both qualitative and 
quantitative corpus methodologies, the book equips researchers with the tools needed to 
conduct robust and innovative linguistic studies. The insights into the use of corpora in 
language education can help educators develop more effective teaching materials and 
strategies grounded in actual language use data. Furthermore, the book’s exploration of 
corpus-based discourse analysis can lead to a deeper understanding of how language 
constructs meaning in various contexts, influencing both academic research and practical 
applications. By addressing the theoretical implications of corpus data and its relationship 
with linguistic theories, the book contributes to the ongoing development and refinement of 
linguistic models. Lastly, the book’s interdisciplinary approach demonstrates the versatility 
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of corpus linguistics, encouraging its application in new and diverse areas, thereby 
expanding the field's impact and relevance. 

CONCLUSION 

The book "Corpora in Applied Linguistics by Susan Hunston" is essential for several reasons. 
First, it provides valuable insights into the book's comprehensive content, updated 
methodologies, and interdisciplinary relevance, aiding researchers, educators, and students 
in understanding its contributions to applied linguistics. Second, it highlights the book's 
strengths and weaknesses, helping potential readers decide its suitability for their needs. By 
discussing the second edition's updates, the review emphasizes the importance of staying 
current with advancements in corpus linguistics. Moreover, it encourages critical 
engagement with the book’s arguments, fostering reflective thinking among readers. More 
importantly, Hunston's work stands out for its balanced coverage of qualitative and 
quantitative approaches, practical examples, and applicability across various linguistic 
fields. The book's potential contributions include equipping researchers with robust 
methodologies, aiding educators in developing effective materials, deepening 
understanding of discourse analysis, and influencing the development of linguistic theories. 
Its interdisciplinary approach further underscores the versatility and expanding impact of 
corpus linguistics. 
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